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Piscounts. A Kentucky paper says, “In the 
commonwealth’s and Kentucky bank notes, we are 
now paying ffiy per cent. advance, for funds to 
meet discounts in the branch bank of the United 
States at Louisville, which is more than 10 per 
cent. per annum.” The discount is now at about 
70 per cent! 

“\ MAN OF OTHER DAYS.” A gallant officer of the 
revolutionary army, in a long and friendly letter to 
me, say8s—“*f was attached to the army seven years 
and ten months, during all which time I never lost 
more than one month’s duty, and never was absent 
one day from my regiment without leave. I was 
engaged in more than thirty field actions, and be- 
sides assisted in the siege, storm, or capture of nine 
forts or fortified places, in which 1 received three 
wounds—-one of which, even yet, pains me every 
day.” : 

Geverxors. The following is a list of the go- 
yernors of the several states on the 1st inst. 

New Hampshire, Samuel Bell. 


Massachusetts, John Brooks. 
Rhode Island, William C Gibbs. 
Vermont, Richard Skinner. 
Connecticut. Oliver Wolcott. 
New York, Dewitt Clinton. 
New Jersey, Isaac H. Williamson. 
Pennsylvania, Joseph Hiester. 
Delaware, John Collins. 
Maryland, Samuel Sprigg. 
Virginia, Thos. M. Randolph. 
North Carolina, Gabriel Holmes. 

- South Carolina, Thomas Bennett. 
Georgia, John Clark. 
Kentucky, John Adair. 
Tennessee, William Carroll, 
Ohio, Ethan A. Brown, 
Louisiana, Thos. B. Robertson. 
Mississippi, Walter Leake, 
Indiana, Jonathan Jennings. 
Hlinois, Shadrach Bond. 
Alabama, Israel Pickens. 
“Mffine, sais Albion K. Parris. 
Missouri, Alex. McNair. 


Coneness, A writer in the Leesburg “Genius of 
Liberty,” makes it out clearly, that the sessions of 
“ongress cost the people between six and seven 
dollars every minute that that body sits on business. 
But there is a great deal of business done out of 
the house by the committees— indeed, most of the 
real business that is done is transacted by numerous 
‘ub.divisions of the members of the national legis. 
‘ture, some of whom have dray-horse like duty to 
perform, and labor most severely; and others, not 
“‘ngaged as committee-men, have much to do, 
lo read and consider the different documents, pa. 
Pers, resolutions, bills, &c. submitted—though, per- 
Pade there are not many who actually read and 
me pa all these things. There is.no one in the 
nt : more opposed to set-speeches, made for the 
' Oa ties than L am, or wil go further to laugh 
*etnciy contempt; yet however irksome they are, 
telepene against the rules of common decency and 

\>*Pect, certain members are sometimes delli- 


Vou. XXT-——29. 


vered of such speeches,—the waste of time, moneY 
and feeling may be partly considered as @ tax paid 
for the freedom of debate. The abuse is so nearly 
allied to the use of discussion, that no rule can be 
adopted safely to regulate it. It must bé left to the 
good sense of the representatives of the people to 
discountenance such speakers, by suffering them 
to talk unattended to—and to that of the people by 
laughing at them, when they are published, 





Tuz Rervziic. By altering a pattof one line of 
Jephson’s tragedy of «Braganza,” we havea round — 
of sentiments which we most heartily, wish were im-  ~ 


pressed on the mind of every Ameritan— 

Live the republic*® 

“Is here hereditary. °Tis instinet; 

“Tis principle, religion, vital heat; 

“ Old men, to listening sons, with their last breath, 

“ Bequeath it as a dying legacy; . 

“ Infantsimbibe it at the mother’s breast; 
“It circles with their blood, spreads with their frame; 

* Its fountain is the heart,’’ &c. nt 








Map. Catatin:. This celebrated songstress, 
cleared 15,000 guineas during a four month’s ex- 
cursion to Russia, besides the receipt of presents 
from the imperial family and the nobility, worth, 
perhaps, as much more. The price of tickets of 
admission to hear her sing was fixed at 25 roubles, 
and her room was always so crowded that many 
could not getin. On one occasion she exhibited 
her powers before 4000 persons, and gave the 
whole proceeds to the poor. She was offered 
10,000 guineas to give 10 concerts at Moscow, but 
fearing the climate, declined to accept the condi- 
tion. In all her progress through Europe she has 
been courted by the most distinguished persons— 
the emperor of Russia “kissed her hands.”--Her 
voice is still said to be in full vigor—she is now in 
England, and to appear in London next spring. 
Surely, she must be a wonderful woman—but, how 
much of her greatness depends on fashion? My ve- 
nerable friend in Massachusetts says “fashion is 
every thing’’—he thinks that there would not be 
a tenth part as many rogues, morally, politically, or 
religiously, if it were really fashionable to be ho- 
nest and sincere, 
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Fret REMARKS On Our national affairs, arising from 
the perusal of the president's late message, and 
the ‘annual treasury report” to congress. 

No. Il. 

In the close of our last remarks on the treasury 
affairs, we noticed that it was seen, with satisfaction, 
that the secretary of the treasury seemed to be 
prepared to adopt another course than to apply 
for anewlean. ‘he course alluded to was a pro- 
position to raise additional revenue. This ma 
seem surprising; on a superficial view ofthe sub- 
ject, considering that the president says in his mes- 
sage that, “under the influence of the most unfavor- 
“able circumstances, the revenue for the next sub- 
“sequent years, up to 1825, will exceed the de- 
«mands at present authorized by law.” And the 
secretary, after exultingly presenting a view of an 
increast.of the revenue from imported goods dur- 
ing the 2ndand 3d quarters of the [past] year, 








*“Antipathy to Spain,” in the tragedy. 
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penditure by $1,162,000; and “confidently antici- 
patesan encrease of the public revenue,” while 
he believes that the expenditure of the years 1823 
and 1824 will not exceed that of 1822. In other 
words, the president and secretary present the 
flattering picture that, even under the most unfa- 
vorable circumstances, we will, at the end of three 
vears, have a surplus of at least $3,487,000; but, 


be a great Geal more. But, just as this picture was 
about to be finished, up starts the ghost of the 


grave for several years) and, like a great hob gob. 
lin, as it is, upsets the whole of the secretary’s 
calculations, and apparently brings down his tow- 


his mind into the plain and palpable theory of pro 
viding for the wants of the treasury, and paying the 
public debts, from circumstances within the con- 
trol of the nation, 

In order to show that a great, and, we hope, sa- 
lutary change has taken place, and that we are in- 
debted to the monitions of the spirit of the defunct 
sinking fund for it, we shall give the subject a lit- 
tle further «xarnination. 

Immediately after presenting the exulting view 
of the state of the finances for 1822, 3 and 4, be- 
forementioned, the secretary adds—*But, in the 
“expenditure of the year 1822, and also of 1823 
“and 1824, no part of the annual appropriation of 
«© $10,000,000, constituting the sinking fund, is com- 


“‘ the interest of the public debt, and the reimburse- 
“ ment of the six per cent. deferred stock. On the Ist 
“January, 1825, and the three succeeding years, ! 
«“ the debt contracted during the years 1812, 1813, 
«1814 and 1815, becomes redeemable at the will 
“of the government. hese sums greatly exceed 
«the amount of the sinking fund applicable in 
« these years” [what years? it might be asked] “to 
« the redemption of the public debt.” 

After proposing some modifications in the stocks, 
the secretary adds—‘*But, it is possible that the 
“ progressive increase of the revenue, which has 
“been anticipated, and which is necessary to the 
“full operation of the sinking fund, may not be 
“realized. Inthat event, the public expenditure, 
«* authorized by law, may, after the 15th January, 
“1825, exceed the public revenue.” 

Having taken this view, so different from the 
confident anticipations of a former part of the mes- 


in the former essay, the secretary sets in earnest 
about proposing remedies, which will be afterwards 
noticed. In thé mean time, we may justtake a 
glance a fresh at that part of the president’s mes 
sage which bears. upon the subject, in order to 
have a more lively view of the important change 
made upon the secretary’s mind by the proposed 
resuscitation of the sinking fund. 

The president says—*There are just grounds 
«to believe that the improvement which has oc- 
‘curred. in the revenue will. not only be main. 
* tained, but that it will progressively increase 
‘through the next and several succceding years 
&* — 30 as to realize the resulis which were presented 
** upon the subject, by the official reports of the treasu- 
‘© ry. at the commencement of the last session of con- 
s¢ gress.” 

Now what were these results? By turning to the 
official report of the treasury, Dec. 1820, [see 
Niles’ Register, vol. 19, page 232,] it will be seen 


for 1821, will be only about 


for that year 


es 


“four succeeding years may be estimated as fy). 
‘* lows, Viz: 


Customs - . - - 18, 500.0 

Public lands - : - - sf 2} 500'0uy 
Bank dividends, 6 per cent - - 420 000 
Incidental receipts - : ° 80,000 


$21,500,000 
$14,812 009 


Being short of the “result presented” 


Making an agregate of 
It is already seen that the revenue 


6,688,009 
Yet, the president still says, “there are just 


“ grounds to believe, freim the improvement which 


*‘ has occurred, that the results which were pre. 
‘‘ sented will be realized for the next and severs! 
* succeeding years.” 

But it is pretty clear that the secretary does not 
believe any such thing; for, instead of making his 
estimates for 1822 at $21,500,000, he makes it 
%16,110,000—viz. 





Customs - : : ° 14.000,(09 
Public lands - ° ° - 1,606,000 
Bank dividends - . - 350,000 
Arrears, repayments end incidents, 160,00) 

$16,110,000 


And the grand auxiliary of the treasury, the 
‘sNational Intelligencer,” reaches a gentle rebuke 
to * our financiers,” tor being too sanguine in their 
calculations, and adds—“{ff all the appropriations 
‘«*made by law had been called for during the 
‘‘ year, the treasury would have been deficient 
** (deducting the unavailable funds) by somewhere 
“about $1,500,000 dollars” !! 

Now, let us notice the remedy proposed by the 
secretary incase ofa deficiency. ‘The remedy in 
such case, says he, must be—1st, an increase of the 
public revenue by an addition to the existing imposi- 
tions; or, 2d, a reduction of the sinking fund!” By the 
way, the sinking fund being already aux absorbed, 
the proposition to nenuce it isa most capital finan: 
cial joke. Whenthe editor of the “Frankiin G2 
zette,’’? bless the mark! talkedin that strain abo! 
it some weeks ago, merchants and accountants 0 
our acquaintance, began to question whether lie 
was inhis right mind. But we will pass that over 
just now. ‘The representatives of the people wil 
have no difficulty about the mode of sinking the 
national debt, ifthe means exist for sinking it. ! 
must be pretty clear by this time that these mea” 
do not exist now; and this leads us to take a view 
of the first proposition of the secretary which pr 
poses to augment them. He says ‘a general fe 
‘ vision and correction of the duties impos 
‘‘ upon foreign merchandise seems to be require® 
[So the friends of national industry have said, fo 
many years; witness Mr, Baldwin and others.] V& 
well!—He goes on—“many of the articles whi 
“pay but 15 per cent ad valorem, ought, in Justi 
‘6 as well as policy, to be placed at 25 per cent. whic 
“is the duty paid upon the principal article’, 
‘woollen and cotton manufactures, [very ye 
‘* Phe same observation is applicable tosome of 
“articles which pay 20 per cent. ad valorem, ¥ 
“ rood!); a correction of existing duties, wiTH 4‘ 
“PO AN INCREASE OF THE PUBLIC REVENUE; ; 
“hardly fail to effect the object to the ro 
* 41,000,000 annuailly/!? Now this 1s wd 
well, and very clever. Itistrue, thatit ™ : 
materially against former opinions entertall 
the treasury, inasmuch as the fact comes 0! 
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the duties, whereasthe friends of industry have ~) average nearly a third more than the old. The 


for making any proposal of the kind. However, 
this is so favorable a symptom that the friends of 
internal industry hail it as the commencement of 
« anew era of good feelings,” and will cultivate it 
to the usmost of their power. It goes nearly half 
way to meet the tariff bill reported by the com- 
mittee on manufactures in 1820; and it is presum. 
ed that it would be no difficult matter for the par- 
ties to make such a compromise as would lay the 
foundation for an efficicnt permanent revenue, and 
at the same time, be highly conducive to the pro- 
gress of national industry. But as:: full consider- 
ation of this subject is calculated to lead us into 
a wide and important field, we sliall reserve it 
for another number. 
No. fil. 

In the last number we took notice that the new 
proposition of the secretary of the treasury tore- 
vise and correct the duties upon foreign merchan- 
dise, *goes nearly half way to meet the new tariff, 
and that it would be no difficult matter for the par. 
ties to make such a compromise as would lay the 
foundation for an efficient permanent revenue, and 
at the same time be highly conducive to the pro- 
gross of national industry.” 

‘hat we may have a clear view of this part of 
the subject, it may be of importance to submit a 
view of the leading *eatures of the present tariff— 

Class 1st. Articles paying 74 per cent.—Gums, 
drugs, embroidered work, jewelry, gold and sil- 
ver lace, nitre, paste work, pearls, precious stoncs, 
&c. watches, manufactures of silver, veils, lace 
siawls, &e. 

Class 2d. Articles paying 15 per cent.—Printed 
books, butter, gold icaf, ginger, mats, silk stock- 
ings, silk manufactures, stuff manufactures, tin in 
sheets, vinegar, linen, and a number of articles not 
enumerated. 

Class 3d. Ariicles paying 20 fer cent.—Arms, 
brass manufactures, china, porcelain, stone ware, 
&c. cotton stockings, cutlery, gilt and japanned 
wares, manufactures of glass, manufactures of lead, 
pewicr, &c. looking glasses, moulds, tapes, needles, 
pins, Prussian blue, sail cloth, &c. 

Class 4th. Articles paying 25 per cent.—Cotton 
manufactures, twist, yarn, thread, &c. copper ma- 
nufactures, plated wares, woollen manufactures. 

Clauss 5th. Articles paying 30 per cent.—Blank 
books, hats, caps, bonnets, &c. cabinet wares, car- 
Yiages, ready made clothing, fans, feathers, &c. 

loor cloths, umbrellas, parasols, &c. cut glass, pa- 
per hangings, manufaciures of leather, millinery, 
saddlery, whips, &c. and a great variety of articles 
of inferior note. 

Class 6th. Articles paying specific duties.--Wines, 
about an average of 28 cents per gallon; spirits 44; 
molasses 5; teas about an average of 524 per Ib. 
coffee 5; sugar about an average of 34 ceuts per 
1b; salt 20 cents per bushel. 

Class 7th, All other articles paying specific duties — 
Tre principal articles are—duck, sheeting, beer, 
oils, cocoa, chocolate, almonds, currants, prunes, 
figs, raisins, candles, cheese, soap, tallow, spices, 
tobacco, indigo, cotton, gun powder, bristles, glue, 
ochre, white and red lead, lead and manufactures 
of lead, cordage, copper, iron, steel, hemp, alum, 
Copperas, coal, fish, glass botiles, boots, shoes, ci- 
gars, playing cards. 

Now, it will be seen, by consulting the tariff bill 
reported by the chairman of the committee on ma- 
nufactures (see Weekly Register,vol. 18, page 133): 











principal rise was on cottons and woollens, which 
were proposed at 33 per cent. being an increase 
of 8 per cent; and for linens and silks, which were 
proposed at 25, being an increase of 10 per cent. 
The time is now over and gone, when the govern- 
ment of the United States had the power of doing 
any thing material to aid manufactures, and gen- 
tlemen who were opposed to the new tariff can now 
look upon it with a more impartial eye Will 
they now say that such a proposition was ‘utterly in- 
defensible;’? that it was calculated “to promote one 
* branch of American industry at the expense of ano- 
“ ther.’ That it was *a rash attempt to adopt prin- 
“‘ ciples which have not been tested.” That it was 
calculated “to put a tax into the pocket of the ma- 
“ nufacturers, and not into the public treasury. That 
‘ manufactures can only be encouraged at the expense 
“ofother classes of society.” ‘That the attempt to 
do so proposed “ an unlimited burden to be imposed 
“upon the country.” That the proposition was made 
“ WITH THE JUST CONVICTION THAT 1T WOULD IM- 
‘Span THE REVENUE.” Thatits tendency was “zo 
** discourage Commerce, and lower the price of every 
“article of produce.’ That is was “calculated to de- 
*s fraud the government of its just dues, and expose 
“the people to the necessity af a much more inconve- 
“ nient contribution; and, finally, that is was “inju- 
“* rious to the government, oppressive te the people, 
** AND DANGEROUS TO THE STABILITY OF MANUFACTUR- 
‘Ing INDUstTiy.’—{See Mr. Lowndes’ speech, de- 
livered in the house of representatives, 24th 
April, 1820, as published in the Southern Patriot, 
and also in the Register, vol. XVIII, page 259.] 

The foregoing serves as a specimen of the kind 
of arguments that were urged against a very mode- 
rate augmentation of the duties.—The speeches 
of the other opponents were all much to the same 
effect. Whether the gentlemen were fully im- 
pressed with the belief of all that was said, or 
whether they indulged in figures of speech, can 
only be known to themselves; but it is very cer- 
tain the secretary of the treasury is now fully sa- 
tistied that the measure is neither calculated to 
“injure the government” nor *émpair the revenue.” 
So tar from it—he gives it as his deliberate opi- 
nion, that ‘ta correction of existing duties, with a 
« view to an increase ofthe public revenue, could 
« hardly fail to effect the object to the extent of 
s« $1,000,000, annually.” 

What will Mr. Lowndes, and his friends, say to 
that? Now, what correction of existing duties does 
Mr. Crawtord propose? 

Ist. A general revision and correetion of the tariff, 
Witt A VIEW TO AN INCREASE OF REVENUE: 

2nd. ‘That articles psying 15 per cent. ad valo- 
rem shall be advanced to 25 per cent. 

Srd. That articles paying 20 per cent. ad valo- 
rem should be advanced to 25 per cent. 

By looking at the schedule of merchandise pay- 
paying ad va/orem duties for 1820, it will be. seen 
that the articles paying 15 per cent. amounted to 





$9,407,000, and the duty 1,411,000 

Those paying 20 per cent. amounted to 

2,401,000, and the duty 436,000 
Together $1,847,000 








Now, Mr. Crawford says that many of the arti- 
cles in the first class should be raised to 25 per 
cent. being an advance of 10 per cent.--and some 
of the articles in the second class, should also be 
raised to 25 per cent. being an advance of 5 per 
cent.and thata general revision and correction of 
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the public revenue, could not fail to produce 
$1,000,000. But it will be seen that these advan- 
ces on the whole of the articles, supposing the 
amount to be the sameas in 1820, would only pro- 
duce $1,660,000; and, therefore, Mr. Crawford 
must look to other articles in the tariff, with a 
view to an increase of the public revenue; and it is 
seriously believed that he could not do a wiser 
thing than fall in with and support the general 
principles of the tariff bill, as reported by the 
committee of manufactures,—provided, that com- 


mittee will again consent to bring it forward. In| f 


that case it might be so modificd as to meet with 
very general approbation. As it now stands, it pass- 
ed the house of representatives by a majority of 
90 to 69; and was only postponed in the senate till 
the next session, by a majority of 22 to 21, and se 

veral of the senators, who were in the majority, 
have declared that, with some modifications, they 
would have voted in favor of it. Now that the se- 
cretary of the treasury bas approved of at least one 
third part of it, this alone ought to reconcile at least 
two of the senators to its general principles; and, 
by some modifications, it could be, no doubt, made 
acceptable to many more, and so command the up- 
probation of a very respectable majority of both 
houses. 


Upor the whole, itis clearthat the sense ofa very 
large majority of the people of the U. States isin fa- 


hill reported by the committee on manufactures. It 
is equaily clear, that the executive government hus 
betn hitherto opposed to it. It was predicted *‘hat 
the excireme pecuniary pressure onthe people would ra- 
pidiy curtail the importation and consumption of foreizn 
goods, and bring about A HOME TRADE Of incalculable 
advantage to the country, BY RENDERING THE IMPORTA- 
TION OF SUCH GOODS TESS AND LESS NECESSARY. THAT 

IN C NSEQUENCE OF THESE THINGS, the revenue of the 
U. States, now derived from foreign goods, WOULD FAIL; 
that when ihe people and their government would feel 
ALIKE PECUNIARY DIFFICULTY, efficient measures would 
be resorted to to relieve it; and that nothing else within 
our control would render the country prosperous, but a 
well devised system of lawe to protect DOMESTIC I™DUS- 
TRY AND SECURK A HOME MARKET.” [See Niles’ Re- 
gister, vol. 18, page 297. } 


Whether the period has yet arrived for the peo. 
ple and the government to feel alike, we will not 
undertake to say: but it is very certain that the re- 
venue of the United States has, in a great measure, 
failed; and it is equally certain that the secretary 
of the treasury considers it necessary to resort to 
efficient measures to relieve the distress which 
must inevitably come upon the government by the 
year 1825. Itis to be presumed that the commit- 
tee on manufactures will improve the present op- 
portunity, by trying the question of general revi- 
sion and increase of the tariff. 


If they aresuccessful, the government will have 
most cause torejoice; if unsuccessful, they may then 
rest satisfied, in the consciousness that they have dis- 
charged theirduty. As to manufacturing industry, 
THAT WILL NOW SUPPORT ITSELF. “The extreme pe- 
cuniary pressure upon the people” has been a most 
potent legislator; manufactures have sprung up and 


spread through the whole country from mecessity, and | 


the fabrics are, generally speaking, excellent; while 
foreign manufacturers are reduced to the necessity 
of resorting to every species of deception to com- 
pete with them. (See ina late London Monthly Ma- 


rT 


from cotton or linen rags, with or without starch) 

The force of these circumstances “is rapidly bring. 
‘ing abouta home trade of incalculable advantage 
“tothe country, and is rendering the importation 
“of foreign fabricks less and less necessary.” If 
the government see the subject in its true light, 
and join the friends of national industry in devising 
efficient measures to remove the pecuniary difficul. 
ty that is impending over the treasury, all will be 
well; if not, the friends of industry will leave the 
subject in the hands of the government. Muny. 
acturing industry will now p  otect itself, and people 
of all classes in the United States, who are industri. 
ous, will find employment, and gradually get over 
the pecuniary difficulties in which they have been 
involved by the neglect of the government. . ‘ihen 
let the government (by which is meant the execu. 
tive government) and its supporters in repressing 
national industry, get over their difficulties in the 
best way they can. But believing, as we have a). 
ready stated, that the government now see the ne. 
cessity of changing its policy, we shall add another 
number to these essays, to shew the probable effect 
which the adoption of the new tariff, or something 
similar to it, would have upon our national affairs. 


Communicated on behalf of the 
FRIENDS OF NATIONAL INDUSTRY. 





“AmEenIcaAN mAnuractures.” Under this head, 
the editor of a Quebec paper has the following re. 
marks: 

“Great efforts are at present making in the Unit. 
ed States to manufacture for themselves. Premi- 
ums are awarded at ail the agricultural exibitions 
for articles of home manufacture. The following 
are some of the articles which received premiums 
at an exhibition held in a part of the state of New 
York, bordering on Lake Ontario. 

“Woollen cloth, flannel, carpetting, worsted 
stockings, worsted bombuazetts, worsted cloth, 
pressed flannel, rose blankets, cotton and woollen 
coverlets, bleached linen, linen diaper, grass bon- 
nets in imitation of Leghorn; straw bonnets, bed- 
tick, cassemere shawls, hearth rugs, fur hats, woo! 
hats. The females of one family manufactured 
within the year 4293 yards of cloth, 23 pairs socks, 
10 pairs woollen socks, 2 pairs cotton stockings, » 
pairs woollen mittens and one pair coverlets.— 
One person produced a suit of clothes, made on the 
day of exhibition, at his factory in Manchester, €0- 
tirely of raw materials. Another produced a spe 


cimen of cambric thread. 1 
“This is one of more than a hundred sunilar ex- 


hibitions of which we have seen accounts in the 
American papers within a few months. Mr. Jefer 
son’s policy of keeping the workshops of the Unit: 
ed States in Europe, seems to be altogether aban: 
doned.t| The want of foreign demand and the 
consequent low price of agricultural produce ! 
such countries as the interior of the state of New 
York, together with the influx of emigrants in that 
quarter from Great Britain, by the St. Lawrené; 


— 4 





* There is another plan in operation for impr¢g- 
nating them with a shining mineral substance, 
make them look bright and feel heavy. We . , 
| probably be favored with a sight of a patent fol 
| that also in a short time. 

+Mr. Jefferson has, himself, long since abandon: 
ed the policy spoken of. Ep _ 

+We have long been aware of the fact that ma 4 
emigrants from Great Britain make use of the fl 
cilities afforded them as “settlers in Canad, 





gazine, a patent granted for most disgraceful plan 
of filling up thin cotton goods with a pulp made 


| become settlers in the United States. 
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will probably operate a change in the interior of 
the United States, which naturally ought not to 
have occurred so soon, in a country where every 
person may so easily become the cultivator of lands 
belonging to himself.—The consequence of this 
change will be, that the workshops of Europe will, 
partially at least, be transpor'ed to North America, 
where there is now a contiguous population of 
twelve millions of souls, readily communicating 
with each other by internal navigation and coast- 
ing.” 





LeeistaTion. The following letter, addressed 
to the editor of the New York “Statesman,” con- 
tains some novelideas on the subject of legislation, 
and, its insertion being requested, we cheertully 
give it a place: 


Respected friend—It is evident that the world 
has ever been indebted for all its inventions and 
improvements to the ingenuity and enterprize of 
afew individuals; and it has been in consequence 
of the encouragements and rewards they have re- 
ceived, that we have arrived to such a degree of 
perfection in the useful arts, By introducing a si- 
milar policy into our political institutions, the re- 
sult would be the same. 

But so long as we are in the habit of equally re- 
warding the indolent and undeserving, we effectual- 
ly destroy all inducements tor improvement, and 
lose the benefit of those talents, which are, at all 
times, capable of rendering a country prosperous 
and happy; for, but few men possess so much pa- 
triotisma, as to sacrifice their time and talents with- 
out a prospect of reward. 


Had the legislature, insteac of enacting a law 
for calling a convention to revise the constitution 
of this state, simply proposed liberal premiums to 
be awarded to those who should present, within a 
limited time, the best modes, we should have been 
jurnished with some of the most perfect the politi. 
cal world ever produced, with comparative little 
expense. A convention might then have been 
elected for the purpose of comparing and approv- 
ing, or they might be presented to the people for 
Likewise, our legislative sys- 
tem might be conducted upon the same plan.— 
Qur government would, by such management, ar- 
tive to the summit of human perfection; for noth 
‘ag, intended to secure or promote our happiness, 
‘8 out of our power to accomplish. 

_ As none but the useful could find a place, it would 
secome the pride and ambition of all, who wished 
'6 be distinguished, to excel in promoting the pub- 
lic good. : 

_ Legislation requires too much experience and 
investigation to be performed by any set of men 


National Law. Case. 

The following is the proceedings of the general 
court of Virginia, in the case of three seamen 
arrested, and adjourned to this court by judge 
Brockenbrough—see page 181, of the present 
volume. : 

FROM THE RICHMOND ENQUIRER. 

On the 3lst of October, 1821, William Pool, 
Matthew Thompson and Asa Wilson, presented 
their petition to the superior court. of Henrico 
county, setting forth that they were imprisoned by 
the jailor of the said county, and that such their 
imprisonment was not authorized by law; they 
therefore prayed a writ of habeas corpus ad subji- 
ciendum, which was awarded. By the return to 
that writ, it appeared that the petitioners were sail- 
ors, who had regularly signed a contract within the 
intent and meaning of the act of congress, passed 
the 20th of July, 1790, by which contract they had 
agreed to perform a voyage or voyages, not yet 
finished, or the contract concerning it altered or 
otherwise dissolved; that the petitioners had de- 
serted fram the ship or vessel, and being brought 
before Joseph H. Mayo, a justice of the peace for 
the county of Henrico, before whom the facts afore- 
said were proved, the said peritioners were com- 
mitted to the jail of the county aforesaid, until 
thence discharged by due course of law. In addi- 
tion to the facts stated in the return, it was proved 
tothe said court that the petitioners are citizens 
of the United States. Whereupon, with the con. 
sent of the petitioners, the questions arising upan 
their case were adjourned to the general court 
for its opinion, whether the petitioners ought to 
be discharged from the custody of the said jailor. 

Upon the case thus stated, the following ques- 
tions have arisen, and been argued at the bar: 


I, Had the superior court of Henrico jurisdiction 
to award and discharge under a writ of habeas cor- 
pus, in cases where the petitioners are confined 
under color of the authority of the United States? 


II, Is that part of the act of congress, passed July 
20th, 1790, which directs the justice of the peace 
to commit the petitioners under the circumstances 
before stated, made in pursuance of the constitution 
of the United States? 

Ill. What is the legal effect of the contract made 
by the petitioners with the master or commander 
of the vessel mentioned in the return; and how is 
the same affected by the commitment set forth in 
the case? : 

Upon the first question it is the unanimous opi- 
nion of this court, that the writ of habeas corpus 
may be properly issued by a state judge, on the 
application of any party who, by proper affidavit, 
she ws probable cause that he is unlawfully restrain- 


Promiscuously selected; fer we discover how diffi-?ed of his liberty; that the question, whether the 


cult it is in popular assemblies, composed of such 
‘variety of genius, interest, and feeling, to devise 
or thoroughly digest any system. As pure repub- 
licanism consists in promoting public good, I know 
hot what can be the motive of multitudes, who are 
forcing their way into public service, without be- 
‘ng able to discover any defect or proposing any 
reformation or improvement in the government.— 
o€s not this argue that sumething is wrong? Or 
why is this the case? If we look into the mechani- 
cal world, we observe no such inconsistency, and 
the reason is obvious—because none but the useful 
are rewarded—but, for want of this policy, the po- 
‘tical world has ever been filled with violence, out- 
“age, and wrong. e. 


law authorizes his confinement, is to be decided by 
the laws of the state, considered as a member of 
the United States; that we are ta consider all per. 
sons lawfully restrained of their liberty, who are 
confined in obedience to the constitutional laws of 
this state or of the United States. In the practical 
application of these principles, the state judges 
will not discharge a party, whose commitment is 
regularly made, with a view to a prosecution in the 
courts of the Urited States, for an offence actually 
committed and cognizable therein; neither will the 
judges of the state courts as such admit the party 
to bail. Whether they will look beyond the war. 
rant of commitment, when made by any other than 
a judge of the courts of the United States, and in. 





Herkimer, 10th Nov. 1821. 
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he regulated by the circumstances of each particu- 
lar case. But it is the opinion of this court, that 
the state courts and judges have concurrent juris- 
diction with the courts and judges of the federal 
court in all cases of illegal confinement under color 
of the authority of the United States, when that 
confinement is not the consequence of a suit or 
prosecution pending in the courts of the United 
States, in which the allegation upon which the 
commitment is made will be tried. As, therefore, 
the commitment in question is connected with no 
sucb regular suit or prosecution, it is the opinien 
of this court that the superior court of Henrico had 
jurisdiction of the questions arising in this case. 

In considering the second question proposed, the 
general power of the congress of the United States 
to authorize the arrest and commitment of offend- 
ers against the laws of the United States, by per- 
sons designated as holding offices under the state 
governme:its, has been brought into review. It has 
been contended that the congress of the United 
States possesses no such constitutional power, be. 
cause the warrant to arrest, and the dec:sion upon 
evidence that the accrsed ought, (by the laws of 
the United States), to be committed for trial in the 
courts thereof, are judicial acts; that those who 
perform them, exercise a portion of the judicial 
power of the United States, which power can, con. 
stitutionally, be exercised by such courts alone as 
have been, or may be established by the constitu- 
tion of the United States, and laws made in pursu- 

“anée thereof. And itis farther contended that the 
commitment ordered in the present case, is em- 
braced by the principles of this objection. 

Upon the question, how far, and in what manner, 
a justice of the peace of the state of Virginia may 
decide that a party brought before him shall be 
committed to jail for trial, and to order his com 
mitment accordingly, without exercising the judi- 
cial functions with which he is clothed by the state, 
there isa diversity of opinion among the judges of 
this court, and we have came to ne definitive con- 
clusion, whether the act of commitment, as requir- 
ed to be performed by the act of congress called 
the judicial act, be strictly ministerial only, or par- 
taking, in part, of the judicial character, as those 
acts would be characterized by the common law, 
and laws of Virginia But a majority of the court 
are of opinion, that, whether such acts of commit- 
ment be sirictly ministerial or not, as they would 
be defined bv the common law, they are not such 
dcets asthe constitution of the United States intend- 
ed to vest exclusively in the courts therein provid- 
edfor. While itis admitted that we may fairly re. 
fer to the common law, and to the sages thereof, 
for aid in determining what is the precise meaning 
of the first section of the third article of the con- 
stitution of the United States, it is perfectly mani. 
fest that a literal adherence te the common law de 
finition of juridical power, followed in every case, 
would impose a meaning on the article in question, 
which never entered into the heads of the framers, 
or any one practically engaged-in carrying the con- 
stitution into effect. Tostate a single instance, the 
administration of anoath. If any one act, as ancil- 
lary to the administration of justice, bas been uni- 
formly called, by the common law writers, a judi- 
ciat act, it is this one of administering an oath; and 
yet can any man in his senses believe that the fra- 
mers of our constitution intended that every cus- 
tom house officer, commissioner of the revenue or 
excise, commissioner to take depositions, commis 


——_, 


office during good behaviour, and at stated times 
receive for his services a compensation not to be 
diminished during his continuance in office? Most 
or all of these officers and special commissioners 
have been authorized to administer oaths, and have 
done so, without an insinuation that they were ex. 
ercising the judicial powers of the union. The re- 
mark made on this part of their duty, applies equally 
well to various other things of a seemingly judicial 
nature which theyare inthe constant habit of doing. 
The commissioners to decide upon the claims on 
the Louisiana fund, did exercise, and the commis. 
sioners now deciding on the claims on the Florida 
fund, must exercise quasi judicial powers; a gene. 
ral view of which subjects is sufficient to shew that 
the term judicial power, as used in the constitution 
of the United States, must be understood to mean 
what those terms imported at the time, not by re. 
sorting to any rigid, technical definition, but to their 
natural import, understood with reference to the 
subject matter in allusion to which they were used. 
Thus understanding the terms, we are of opinion, 
that the constitution directs that all the regular and 
permanent duties, which properly belong to a court 
in the ordinary and popular signification of that 
term, shall be performed by the courts described 
in the constitution; the judges of which courts shal! 
hold their offices during good behaviour, &c. There 
is, therefore, nothing in the constitution which pre- 
vents a ministerial officer, or other person, by law 
directed to do and perform any act, which may be 
necessary to bring an accused party before a court 
possessing the judicial power of determining on his 
guilt or innocence. We are, therefore, of opinion, 
that commitments made under the aforesaid act of 
congress, by the persons therein described, are 
lawful and right, provided they pursue the authori- 
ty under whichthey act. But weare not to be un. 
derstood as affirming that the congress of the Unit. 
ed States can give jurisdiction to, or regrtire servi- 
ces af, any officer of the state governments as such. 
The direct contrary is the opinion of the court; but 
what we have affirmed, and do affirn, is, that con- 
gress may azthorize any citizen of the United States 
to perform any act which the constitution of the 
United States does not require to be performed in 
a different manner, 

Weare then to inquire, what is the legal effect 
of the contract made by the petitioners with the 
master or commander of the vessel, and how thut !s 
affected by the commitment complained of? The 
first question here presenting itself is by what au- 
thority did the congress of the United States define 
the obligation of the contract in question? The 
answer is, that, by the 3rd clause of the 8th section 
of the Ist article of the constitution of the United 
States, the congress have power to regulate com- 
merce with foreign nations, and among the several 
states, and with the Indian tribes. And, by the 17th 
clause of the same section, they have power ‘0 
make the laws necessary and proper for carry!ng 
the power first mentioned into effect. It is believ- 
ed that the regulation of seamen to be employed 
in the merchant service may be assumed to be ne- 
cessary, without entering on the controverte 
ground to which it is supposed that these words 
necessary and proper, in some cases, lead. It '§ 
not perceived that this commerce over which the 
congress possess the entire control could other 
wise be carried on. The right then to give 8 rule 
on this subject being established, the question Te 
cure, what is that rule as it relates to the case be 





sioner in bankruptcy, and to settle various other 


fore us? The answer is, that a seamen who reg 


incidental and occasional matters, should hold his! larly signs a contract is by the law bound to speci" 
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performance, and may not elect to pay damages for 
rion- performance asin ordinary personal covenants: 
nor is this effect of an engagement for personal 
services unknown to the statute laws of Virginia: 
The law is understood to be the same in respect 
to apprentices, to servants, under the act of 1785, 
and to foreign seamen, under the act of 1805, as 
wellas to soldiers belonging to the army, and sail- 
ors belonging tothe navy. ‘These are all mention 

ed together, because we know no difference be- 
tween the effect of an engagement constitutionally 
defined by act of congress and one defined by the 
laws of this state. In any of the cases above sup- 
posed, as well as the very case before the court, the 
master or commander, as the case may be, may, by 
himself or with others, his assistants, pursue, and by 
force, bring back his deserted apprentice, servant, 
sailor or soldier, The particular provisions of the 
act of congress which authorized the interference 
of the justice of the peace, may be suid, in some 
sort, to be a restriction upon the rights of the cap- 
tain, since, impliedly at least, it would seem to de- 
ny the right of using the house of correction or 
common jail for the purpose of safe keeping his de- 
serted sailor, without having the case examined by 
the person authorized by the act of congress; but 
perhaps the better opinion is, that the act of con- 
gress designed to give the jailor, who might act as a» 
assistant to the captain of the vessel, a protection 
against the charge for false imprisonment, should 
the sailor, in truth and in fact, not be under the ob- 
ligation charged upon him. The imprisonment di- 
rected by the act of congress, is for no determinate 
period, is not inflicted as a punishment, and is not 
directed with a view to any trial, for any offence 
whatsoever. We cannot therefore regard the exe- 
cution of this part of the act of congress as the pro- 
secution of a public offence. And while the pow- 
ers exercised by the magistrates, are, at first view, 
ofa seeming judicial character, and would perhaps 


be so defined by the common law, we are justified | 


in saying that the case did not present such a judi- 
cial question as was necessary or proper to be carri- 
ed into court by formal process; using the term 
court, in the sense we have before stated it to have 
been used in the constitution of the United States. 
If the nature of the duty required to be performed, 
rendered it doubtful in the minds of some, whether 
it were necessary to carry it into a regular court or 
tobe tried by a jury, the legislature of the state of 
Virginia, in the act of 1805, answers the question, 
almost, if not entirely, in the words of the act of con- 
gress, and directs the same proceedings; it is true, 
that the act of 1805 provides for the case of foreign 
seamen only; this is explained by the fact that the 
language of the act of congress does not apply to 
contracts made without the jurisdiction of the Unit- 
ed States, as to which the lex loci would give the 
tule. But both laws ameliorate the condition of 
the sailor, first, by requiring the contract to be re- 
duced to writing, and, secondly, by requiring the 
consent of the justice of the peace before he shall 
be thus restrained of his liberty. We understand 
the nature of a sailor’s engagemeet to bind him to 
specific performance by the commercial laws of the 
civilized world. By the laws of Wesbury, a sailor 
Who received part of his wages and deserted, was 
to be hanged; and when a sailor engaged himself 


to two captains, the first had a right to take him | 


from the second, and compel him to go the voyage. 
lhese laws, with those of Oleron, now form the ba- 
86 of the maritime codes of Europe. and in some de.’ 
sree, are supposed to be adopted by the constitu- 


« 


be resorted to by our courts of admiralty previous 
to the adoption of the federal government; and it 
has been again and again determined by the courts 
of admiralty in this.country, that the act of con- 
gress alters the general maritime law only so far 
as it gives a new rule, and the rights as well as the 
obligations of the mariner are clearly subjects regue 
lated by these maritime laws, and acted on every 
day, in the couris of admiralty, —-The act, therefore, 
which has been done in this case, might as well be 
done by individuals appointed by law, or persons 
designaied by general description. If, therefore, 
Joseph H. Mayo, (being one of the persons desig- 
nated), has pursued his authority, his act must be 
effectual to every legal intent and purpose. The 
commitment is made in precise conformity with 
the act of congress, and the petitioners have not 
sugested that the facts on which it was grounded 
do not exist; they must therefore be remanded to 
the jail of the county of Henrice, there to remain 
until the vessel to which they belong, and?named 
in the proceedings, shall be ready to proceed on 
her voyage, or the captain shall demand their dis- 
charge: Which is ordered to be certified to the 
superior court of law for the county of Henrico. 

Judges Semple and R. E. Parker dissented from 
that part of the foregoing opinion, which determin, 
ed that persons exercising functions under a law of 
the U. States, were not officers of that government 
and to be appointed assuch;—and judge Daniel 
concurred in the court's opinion for reasons some- 
what different from those assigned. 








Seventeenth Congress—first session. 
IN THE SENATE, - 
January 7. Mr. Loyd and Mr. Pinkney, of Md. 
appeared to-day and took their seats. — 
Mr. Dickerson communicated to the senate the 
following preamble and resolutions, adopted by the 


legislature of New-Jersey: 

Whereas controversies exist between the states of New-J 
and New-York, and of New-Jersey and Delaware, concerning their 
respective boundaries: And whereas the constitution of the United 


, States bas declared, that the judicial power of the general govern- 


ment shail extend to controversies between two or more states, 
thereby providing for the legal settlement of disputes, which 
might, otherwise, endanger the peace and safety of the union: 
And whereas congress have hitherto omitted to carry into effect 
the wise and salutary provisions of the constitution for that pur- 
pose, by vesting adequate powers in the courts of the United States: 
Therefore, < 

Resolved, by the council and general assembly of this state, That 
our senatoys and representatives in congress be requested to use 
their endeavors to procure the passage of a law for the decision of 
territorial or other controversies between the states, in such man- 
ner as is authorized by the constitution of the United States. 

Resolved, ‘Vhat his excellency the governor be requested to trans- 
mit copies of the foregoing preamble and resolution to each of our 
senators and representatives in congress, to be by them laid before 
their respective houses. ; 

The documeut was read, and, on motion of Mr. 


Dickerson, it was ordered to be entered at large on 
the journal of the senate—ayes 19, noes 12, 

The senate, according to order, took up the fol- 
lowing resolution, submitted on Friday last, by Mr. 


Rnichi: 

Resolverl, That a committee be appointed to inquire into the 
propricty of reducing the compensation of the members of the 
senate, members of the house of representatives of the United 
States, and delegates of territories, and all other officers in each of 
the executive departments and post office establishment; and that 
said committee have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


A considerble discussion tollowed. Mr. Johneon, 
of Ky. wished to hear seme reasons in support of the 
proposition—he ‘thought that the present compen. 
sation was not unreasonably high, &c. He hoped, 
at any rate, that the mover of the resoltition would 
consent to its lying on the table some time longer.] 

Mr. Knight consented tothis; but M&#Ovis thought 





‘on of the United States, as they were certainly to 


it best to postpone italtogeth er—the #abject might, 
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4. Communication was read. 


. such examjnations were made; the respective compensations al- 


’ gnd less expense to the government. 
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with more propriety, be brought up in the other 
house. Mr. Lanman was opposed to an indefinite 
‘postponement—he thought it became the senate 

» to examine the proposition, &c. Other gentlemen 
spoke on the subject, and it was finally laid upon 
the table, 

Mr. Lanman communicated to the senate a pre- 
amble-and sundry resolutions of the iegislature of 
Connecticut, declaring it expedient for congress to 
retrench the public expenses, and particularly, so 
to reduce the per diem allowance of members of 
congress to the former sum of six dollars; and the 


The engrossed bill for the relief of Thomas 
Shields, was read a third time, passed, and sent to 
the other house for concurrence. 

_ A bill for keeping in repair the Cumberland 
road, was considered, and, after some progress 
therein, postponed until Wednesday. 

Several other matters were before the senate, 
which will be noticed hereafter. 

January8. Mr.Johuson, of Lou. laid on the table 
the following resolution: 


Resoived, That the committee on roads and canals be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of providing by iaw, for the repair- 
ing and the preservation of the military road, beginning at Madi- 
sonville,in the state of Louisiana, and terminating at Floreuce, on 
the ‘Tennessee river. 


[Mr. J. supported his resolution by some remarks 
—after which, a bill for the relief of John Coffee 
being read the third time and disposed of, the se- 
nate went into the consideration of executive bu- 
‘siness. | | 

January 9°. Nothing important transacted this 
day—a part of which was spent in the considera. 
“ tion of executive business. 

January 19, The senate spent the greater part 
of this day’s sitting on executive business. 

Mr. Lloyd submitted the following resolution for 
consideration: 


Resolved, ‘That appropriations of territory for the purposes of 
education, should be made to those states, in whose favor no such 
appropriations have been made, corresponding in a just propor- 
tion with those heretofure made to other states in the uniou. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolution be referred to a select 
committee, with instructions to report a bill pursuant thereto. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday, Jan. 3. {Further notice of proceed- 

ings.] Onmotion of Mr. Cocke, it was 
Resolved, ‘hat the report of the committee on military affairs, 


upon the Hy oo of the employment of officers of the army, as clerks 
in the war department, aud the extra pay allowed to them for 
such services, made at th-@ast session of examae, be referred to 
she committee on military affairs. J , 

Mr. Cvok submitted for consideration the follow- 
ing resolution: 


Reselved, That the secretary of the treasury he directed to re- 
port to this house the manner in which the several land offices of 
the United States were examined, prior to the 1st day of January, 
1818; the namesand places of residence of the persons by whom 


lowed to each individual so employed, and the whole expense 
thereof to the United States. 

And, also, that he report the manner in which the same dutv 
has been performed since the said ist day of January, 1818—to- 
gether with the names, professions, and stations, and place of re 
aidenee, of the persons who have been appointed to make such 
examinations; what offices each was appointed to examine; the 
reports made by each; the accounts presented for their respective 
services; the amount of mouey allowed to, or drawn, or retained, 
hy each of them; whether any of them have, during the said pe- 
riad, been allowed or received any other compensation from the 
» agp oe ed if so, how much, and for what service rendered or 

ty performegd—and whether some plan may not be devised 
vw the same duty may be performed with equal adyamage 


Phis resolution lies on the table of course. 
Mr. Smith, of Md. having obtained a considera: 


tion of hiis motion calling up the bill making partial! 


appropriations for the military establishment for 
the year 1822, as stated in our last, handed to the 
chair two letters from the secretary of war to the 


eee) 


—— 


f The letters, dated Dec. 17 and 22, which Mr 5. 
handed in, state that the appropriations forthe quar. 
termaster general’s department, and the Indian de. 
partment, are exhausted, and that the appropria. 
tions for the pay and subsistence of officers of the 
army will be so at the close of the year; and that 
a partial appropriation, for 1822, of $150,000 for 
the quartermaster’s department, $100,000 for the 
Indian department, and of $390,000 for the pay of 
the army, is necessary. There is also a deficit in 
the appropriation for revolutionary pensions, for 
1821, of 451,866, and that sum is necessary to com. 
plete the payments to pensioners for the year 1821,} 

{Mr. Snuth spoke at considerable length in sup. 
port of the bill, and in explanation of it. Mr. Tre. 
cy thought the bill should have a correct title—it 
should have been «a bill to supply the deficiencies 
of 1821”—it was evidently of a retrospective cha. 
racter—70,000 dollars more than the appropriation 
had been expended. He wisheu information, pre. 
cise and particular, on the subject. Mr. Floyd had 
heard a great deal about economy, but we had par. 
tial appropriations of this sort every year. Last 
year 300,000 dollars had been appropriated to the 
Indian department, and now 100,000 more asked 
for. He wished to know the objects of the ex. 
penditure, and how this deficiency arose? Mr. 
Smith replied in general terms—the secretar 
did not ask to cover a former deficit, but to meet 
future disbursements. The money was wanted 
to supply the Indians with rations, agricultural 
implements, &c. He had asked for 17V,000 dol. 
lars last year, but on!y 100,000 were granted.— 
Mr. Cocke thougiit the house’wanted information, 
and moved that the committee should rise. —Nega- 
tived. Mr. Joss spoke about a waste as to rations; 
that agents had profitted by them—and he men- 
tioned the extravagance that had attended treaties 
with the Indians. He thought the matter deserved 
consideration. Finally, the blank in relation tothe 
quartermaster’s department was filled up with 
150,000 dollars, that for the Indian department 
with 100,000, and that for the pay of the army, &c. 
with 300,000, and that as to revolutionary pensions 
with 451,866—and then the committee rose.} {It 
appears, really, that all these are deficits; arreat- 
ages of the business of the year 1821.] ' 

Friday, Jan. 4. Mr. Buldwia, from the commi- 
tee of manufactures, to whom was referred so much 
of the president’s message as relates to manulac- 
tures, and the promotion of the national industry, 
reported, as he stated, by instruction of a majorily 


of that committee, the following resolve: 
speared, That it is inexpedient at this time to legislate on the 
subject. . 
And the resolve wis ordered to lie on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Butler, it was 
Resolved, That the committee of ways and means be instructed 
to consider the expedieney of changing the duties on all kinds e 
paper imported trom ad valurem to specific duties. : 
Mr. Metcalfe submitted for consideration the 
following resolve, which lies on the table one day 
of course: 
Reselved, That the president of the United States be requested 
to submit tothe bouse any information which he may have of the 
condition of the several Indian tribes within the United aan. 
and the progress of the measures bitherto devised and pursic 
fer their civilization. : ; , 
Mr. Cook’s resolution, submitted yesterday, ¥4 
taken up and agreed to. 
The resolution moved by Mr. Cushman on the 
20th ult. for directing the committee on revo 
tionary pensions to revise the pension law of Marc 
18, 1818, or of so modifying it, «that, by lesse™%S 
the quantum of bounty to individuals, its provisio™ 
may be extended to certain descriptions of revo 








cemmittee of ways and means, which were read. ! 
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cumstaaces, though not absolutely dependent on | 
public or private charity,” was, on his motion, ta- 
ken up and agreed to. - 

The house, on motion of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, 
then agreed tu take into consideration the unfinish- 
ed business ef yesterday—(the bill for. making a 
partial appropriation for the military service of 
1822, &c.) 

A lively debate followed, in which Mégsrs. Tra- 
cy, Randolph, Smith, of Md. Floyd, Woodson, Ross, 
Chambers and Lowndes, took part. As, however, 
the ground taken by the different gentlemen may 
be viewed as important, we shall give the whole 
sketch from the National Intelligencer.} 

Mr. T'racy moved to reconsider the motion to 
determine the question of the appropriation for 
the Indian department, by ayes and noese~he hav- 
ing voted in the affirmative on that question. 

The speaker decided the motion to be out of or- 
der, the number of 28 (voting for the prior mo- 
tion) not constituting a majority within the rule. 

Mr. Tracy suggested that, in the preceding 
congress, ithad decided in a similar case, that a ma- 
jority for this purpose was a majority pro hac vice, 
which authorized a reconsideration. 

The speaker adhered to his decision; to which 
Mr. Tracy yielded. 

Mr. Randolph moved to recommit the bill toa 
committee of the whole house, with a view to 
bring into maturer discussion and review the un- 
defined appropriations that had been asked for by 
the secretary of war. Unreasonable jealousy of 
the executive government, he observed, often led 
to the opposite extreme, and to a blind confidence 
inthe governing power. From this jealousy, and 
that confidence, he professed himself to be equal- 
ly free--and he believed that this house, also, was 
as free from unreasonable jealousy, as any repre- 
sentative body ought to be. In fact, jealousy in 
public life, was like that same green eyed passion 
in the domestic circle, which poisoned the source 
of all social happiness. It was extraordinary, but 
yet apparent, that the case had occurred in which 
confidence had lost its true character, and taken 
another which he would not name in this house. 
it was remarkable, as well on the other side of the 
Atlantic as on this, that a general suspicion had 
gone abroad that the department which emphati- 
cally holds the purse-strings of the nation, was 
more remiss than any otherin guarding the expen- 
ditures of its subordinate agents; and, if it should 
be generally and universally understood, that the 
body whose duty it isto guard the public treasury 
from wasteful’ expenditure, had abandoned their 
trust to a blind confidence in the dispensers of the 


public patronage, they must immediately and just- | 


ly lose all the confidence of the community. He 
had heard yesterday, with astonishment, a propo- 
sition to surrender inquiry to a confidence in the 
integrity and ability of the officer who had made 
the requisition. When this house should be dis- 
posed to become a merechamber, in which to re- 
gister, not presidential, but departmental decrees, 
it would be unimportant whether the members of 
thishouse professed to represent individually 35,000 
freemen, or collectively the single borough of Old 
Sarum. This proceeding, he said, was to him unpre- 
cedented. He had been himself once personally ac- 
quainted with the proceedings of the committee of 
Ways and means,. and he had himself brought in 
many bills to make partial appropriations—no, ie 
said, not many of them; for the business had been 
in those days so conducted as not to leave much 
“oom for them--but he jad brought in such bills, 





and supported them too, and he would again sup- 

port such bills, when they were necessary. He 

would: give to the government his confidence 

where confidence was necessary, and he would 

not give it to the government, nor to any one, fur- 

ther than that, unless to his bosom friend. But 

there was a wide difference, Mr. R. said, between 

voting for an advance for the service of the cur. 

rent year, and voting for the same sum tocover a 

deficiency for the past year, under cover of an ad- 

vance for the present year, &c. &c. He wished 

this bill tobe recommitted, that the appropriation 

might be put on its proper footing. &c. Whilst I 
am up, said Mr. R.I will make one more remark: 

That by the best estimate Iam able to make—and 
that estimate has been fortified by what has fallen 
from others in the course of this debate—these In- 
dians cost us, on the system of civilization and 
conciliation, rather more than if they were black, 
and our property, and working on our estates for 
benefits. And this Mr. R. suggested, without re- 
ciprocity; for though the master be bound for the 
whole expense of food and raiment for his ser- 
vant, heis entitled to his services in return. The 
U. States, Mr. R. said, he thought, ought not to 
be expected wholly to clothe and feed these peo- 
ple: they ought at least to do some little’for them- 
selves. One more remark he would make: It was 
astonishing, he suid, what a fondness the people of 
the frontier had for having their throats cut. A 
gentleman had yesterday told the house, that this 
money for the Indian department was to be appro- 
priated to prevent those people from having their 
throats cut. But what did the representatives of 
the frontier people in this house say? Why, that 
they had rather not have the revenue applied for 
their relief; they deprecate your protection, said 
Mr. R. and endeavor to stave off your defence of 
them. 

The question on recommitment of this bil! to a 
committee of the whole, was then put and carried; 
and then 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, the house 
immediately resolved into a committee of the 
whole on said bill, Mr. Welson in the chair. 

Mr. Chambers moved to insert, after the words 
“for the current expenses of the Indian depart- 
ment,” the words “including a deficit of $70,000 
of the appropriation for that object in the year 
1821”—100,000. . 

Mr. Smith remarked that the adoption of this 
amendment would save the committee of ways and 
means a great deal of trouble. Mr. 5S. then re- 





\curred to the letter of the secretary of war to 
‘show that the amount asked for, however conve- 
nient it might be to cover a deficit, was not solicit- 
ed for that purpose. If the house should feel that 
they were sufficiently informed on the subject to 
justify an unsolicited appropriation he did. not 
feel inclined to oppose it—especially as he believ- 
ed it would be faithfully applied, if-applied at all, 
Mr. S. then took a general view of the situation of 
our Indian affairs, in relation to the several sub- 
jects of annuities, trade, civilization, &c. and shew- 
ed that the bill under consideration was not affect- 
ed by them, its object-being totally dissimilar and 
distinct. An important item im this disbursement 
appeared to be the rations that were furnished in 
making the Indian treaties, as alluded to yesterday 
by the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr, Ross.) The se- 
cretary of war had endeavored to control this ex. 
penditure. But his efforts had not hitherto been 
successful. During the administration of Mr. Jef. 
ferson those expenses had-been kept within pro. 
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per bounds. After his retirement the expenses 
of the department were increased from time to 
time, and it now required time and effort to era- 
dicate the evil. It was alwaysa work of more dif- 
ficuity to retrench than to disburse. But there 
was every reason to believe that every effort was 
made to reduce the expenses of this department 
that was consistent with the proper maintenance 
of the national faith. He belicved there was no 
objection in congress, or in tle departments, and 
certainly not in the committee of ways and means, 
to reduce the public expenditure so far as might 
be consistent with the public service. 

Mr. Floyd hoped the motion would prevail. The 
time was when the very name of Indian gave him 

reat alarm. When he came here, he hoped he 
should be freed from that trepidation—but it haunt- 
ed him still. The disbursement proposed, was for 
the preservation of a contingent fund, out of which 
were to be paid Indian storekeepers, Indian agents, 
rations, and he knew not what else- but it was a 
reservoir for every thing that was not particularly 
provided: for by specific appropriations. It was 
certainly a very convenient method of disburse- 
ment—for, unlike our diplomatic relations with 
France and England, whose civilization did not re- 
quire these extraordinarv contingent provisions, 
eur red brethren, who roamed through the furest 
in quest not of their daily bread, for they had none, 


but of their daily meat, became the occasion of a | 
greater draught upon the public treasury than all| 


“our diplomatic intercourse with the two most pro- 
minent governments in the eastern world) When 
the abracadabra of the secretary of war comes 
here, we are left as much at a loss after it is read at 
the table, as before, whether we are called upon to 
make an appropriation, orto supply adeficit. The 
last year $170,000 were asked for this department, 
and only $100,099 granted, and he hoped that such 
a firm course would be taken in regard to the sub- 
ject; that hereafter, when a limited appropriation 
is made, our agents shall know that they are not at 
liberty to spend a dellar beyond the amount that is 
appropriated. Ifa subservient supply. of deficits 
is granted from time to time, as the departments 
think proper to require, it was utterly in vain to 
talk of specific or limited appropriations. At all 
events, if they do expend more than they are au- 
thorized, it ought to be particularly shown how and 
in what manner that money was disbursed—and he 
believed, if such an examination were had, it would 
be found that many agents were employed of which 
congress had no Idea. 

Mr. Woodson remarked, that he was not sufficient- 
ly advanced in life to be able to retrace, by per 
sonal recollection, the various occurrences that had 
taken place in relation to our Indian affairs. It 
was, however, a matter of deep concern to the peo- 
ple of the west. They knew full well, and bitter 
experience had taught them during the last war, 
the relentless character of savage passion. Much 
had been done to remove the barbarity of the Indi- 

-an character. It was matter of regret, however, 
that it had been ineffectual; and, if all that had been 
done could not soften their flinty minds, it was ne. 
cessary to use some caution, at least, as to further 
expenditures. In being called upon to appropriate, 
he felt that he could not be justified, unless the dis- 
bursement wasclearly authorized by an existing law. 
It should also be shewn to what particular purpose 
the expenditure was destined. He should not be sa- 
tistied without the explanation, nor without pretty 
clear proof that we were enabled to make it without 


ee Oe 
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on other expenditures, that were of more imperious 
necessity. We had other important objects of ex. 
penditure, that would go far to exhaust our reve. 
nues. And was it the intention of gentlemen to 
lessen the navy? Did they intend oncé more to 
razee the army? His principal objection, however, 
was, that the object of the appropriation was nei. 
ther explicit nor defined, It wes now in contem. 
plation to alter our system in relation to the Indian 
department. He hoped that purpose would pre. 
vail. He was willing to vote for 70,000 dollars to 
cover the past, aud to extend it to 100,009 dollars 
if necessary. But he could not consent to a mea. 
sure that should commit us to a continuance of the 
existing policy, which contributed neither to the 
honor vor to the interest of the government. 

Mr. 7' acy opposed the amendment. He thought 
to use a homely and familiar phrase, it was junping 
out of the frying pan into the fire, He would not 
vote for an appropriation to supply an excess of 
which he knew nothing. — It was already apparent, 
by the statement of the chairman of the committee 
of ways and means, this morning, that, instead of 
$100,000 as the sum granted for this purpose the 
last year, the sum of $130,000, had been actually 
applied to that department. A mistake of $30,000 
had evidently occurred. We were therefore in 
the dark, and before we admitted the recommen- 
dations of the secretary of war to have a bindin 
force upon us, it would be well to have further light 
on this subject. One hundred thousand dollars 
Was appropriated the last year—add to that the 
sum of 30,000 dollars embraced in the mistake now 
disclosed, and add these sums to 70,000 dollars, the 
alleged deficiency of the last year, and it makes 
an aggregate of 200,000 dollars. Mr. T. woukd 
yield all the confidence toa respectable depart. 
ment which its official character demanded; but 
he should deem it his duty to hesitate before he vo- 
ted for the appropriation ef moneys concerning 
which,even the department itself either did not pos- 
sess, or did not communicate, any clear and definite 
knowledge. He thought the bill, as reported by 
the committee of ways and means, was far prefera- 
3le to the amendment proposed by the gentleman 
from Ohio, (Mr. Chambers), In the former case, 
the department would be responsible for iis future 
disbursement; but if it was applied to a previous 
deficit, it was covered forever from the public eye 
-—it was expended—lost--and gone forever: He 
would not say that the amount asked for was not 
necessary; but he would say, that, in his judgment, 
there was not that clear and proper evidence be- 
fore the hose that could justify them in making 
the appropriation. 

Mr. Randolph, in rising to speak again on this 
question, said that, from what had fallen from the 
gentleman from New-York, he now entertained 
great doubts of the propriety of going so far.as the 
motion which he had himself submitted to the 
house. But he had done it on the principle that, as 
132,000 dollars had last year been voted to supply 
the deficiency of the preceding year, and it appear: 
ed there was a deficiency of 70,000 for the last year 
it was almost a matter of course to vote it, holding 
the head of a department, by the very slender thread 
of the constitutional responsibility, to account for 
it hereafter—for, to say the truth, he had not enter 
tained the smallest hope, no, not the slightest idea 
that, after the score was once run up, there would 
be found firmness enough in this house to resist the 
claim. The fact now appeared to be, that the debt 
is contracted, and yet the parties concerned were 





violating our other engagements, and trenching up- | 


not prepared to shew how it ad been done, but ask- 
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and 30,000 dollars to begin anew, Now Mr. R. said, 


with regard to confidence in the departments, he 


ed; ag a matter of confidence from the house, that | system which he hoped would be adopted could 
h should be given to clear up the old score,| go into operation. 
any branch or department of the government, but 
he could not feel himself justified in voting money 


He did not wish to embarrass. 


would put in the head of each of them as much /from the public treasury, without specifying for 


confidence officially, as he would in the worth: 
member from New-York, or the member from Ken- 


what purpose it was to be applied. 


Mr, Lowndes then addressed the committee on’ 


tucky, or any other member of thishouse. Hedid|the question; but the general movement in the 


not conceive there was any magic in- kissing of 
nands, or that taking a man from this house and 
outting him at the head of one of the departments, 
gave him any more title to confidence than he pos 
sessed before. 
further. I will give to the heads of departments 
full as much of my confidence as they give of theirs 
toone another. Mr. R. went on to say, that he had 
never known, until he had so understood the ¢hair- 
man of the committee of wavs and means this morn 
ing, that that committee had at the last session, felt 
any scruple as to the appropriations for the Indian 
department. With that view of the subject, he 
looked at the transcending the appropriations of 
the last year as a very serious matter. If the offi- 
cers of the government set your limitations at de- 
fiance, said he, we have, indeed, an Augean stable 
(o cleanse, &c. [Mr. R. made some other remarks 
on this head, the point of which escaped the re- 
porter.] He went on to allude to the subject of 
ihe extinction of the title of the Indians to the 
iands within the limits of Georgia, the expenses of 
which, it had been suggested, were included with- 
in the expenses of the Indian department, denying 
that any material part of the title to those lands 
had yet been extinguished, &c. Mr. R. con- 
cluded his remarks by expressing his opinion that 
the proper course would be to appropriate 50,000 
dollars in part for the expenses of the present year, 
leaving the decision on the appropriation for the re. 
maining 70,000 dollars, until the dark cloud which 
appeared to him to rest on that requisition should 
be a little cleared up. 

Mr. Ross entered into a general examination of 
the various subjects relating to the Indian depart. 
ment, and passed in review the various sources of 
expenditure that were incident to it. Among other 
remarks shewing the improvident measures that 
had been adopted in relation to the subject, he ad- 
verted particularly to the unnecessary expenses in- 
curred by rations to the hungry Indians, and equal. 
ly hungry and curious whites, who attended the 
making of Indian treaties, and to the implements 
of agricullure—the harrows and ploughs that were 
made in the District of Columbia and transported 
to the Indian settlements, beyond the western moun- 
tains. He thought the whole subject required a 
reform. Experience had shown that the Indian 
agents who had gone out poor had come back rich, 
and the most proper remedy that the people could 
apply to cure these evils, was, to withhold supplies 
through the medium of their representatives. 

Mr. Smith explained at considerable length. 

Mr. Chambers entertained too much respect 
both for the committee and himself to detain them 
long on the subject. It had appeared to him that 
there were 70,000 dollars im arrear for the last vear, 
which it would be necessary to supply by some 
appropriation. Presuming that the debt had been 
fairly incurred, he was willing to assume it. He 
presumed no member of that committee was wil. 
ling that the secretary of war should remain 70,000 
dollars minus for contracts entered into in behalf of 
the government. He also thought that the sum of 


journ, itadjourn to Monday next. 


house, and the unfortunate situation of the report- 
er, prevented him from hearing any part of Mr. 
L’s observations. 
Mr. L. supported the original motion of the chair- 
I will, said Mr. R. go a little step| man of the committee of ways and means, on the 
ground, that the anticipation was authorized, and 
that specific objections might be more properly 
urged when the general appropriation bill should 
be brought forward. 


He could only ascertain that 


Mr. Randolph replied, but our reporter is dis- 


qualified from giving his observations, from not hav- 
ing been able to hear the remarks to which they 
related, 


On motion of Mr. Reid. who entered at some 


length upon the subject of making appropriations 
without being possessed of the grounds on which 
they were asked, the committee rose, reported 
progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 


The speaker presented to the house a: communi- 


cation from the secretary of the treasury, con- 
taining a report from the director of thé mint: 
which was ordered to be printed and laid on the 
table. 


The speaker also presented to the house a com- 


munication from the treasury department, relative 
to sick and disabled seamen; which was referred to 
the committee on commerce, and ordered to be 


printed. 

Mr. /¥hitman moved that when this house ad- 
Agreed to. 
Mr. Blair laid on the table a resolution calling 


on the proper department for information touch- 
ing the operation of the old bankrupt act, the 


nuinber of cases arising under it, &c. 
And the house then adjourned. 


Monday Jan 7. Amongst the petitions present- 
ed this day, was one by Mr. Lité/e, from the city of 
Baltimore, approbating the measures pursued by 
the government in civilizing the Indians, depre- 
cating the attempts recently made to arrest the 
course of this humane plan, and praying that. con- 
gress will not suffer a plan, which has commenced 
with such fair prospects of success, to be ruined in 
the morning of its increase, &c. 

Mr. Campbell, from the committee on the sub- 
ject, reported the following bill: 

Be it enacted, Gc. ‘That, from and after the third day of March, 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three, the house of re- 
presentatives shall be composed of members elected agreeably 
to a ratio of the representative for every forty thousand persons 
in each state, computed according to the rule prescribed by the 
constitution of the United States; that is to say, within the state of 
Maine seven; within the state of New Hampshire six; within the 
state of Massachus:+ tts thirteen; within the state of Rhode Island 
two; within the state of Connecticut six; within the state of Ver- 
mont five; within the state of New York thirty-four; within the 
state of New Jersey six; within the state of Pennsylvania twenty- 
six; within the state of Delaware one; within the state of Mary- 
land nine; within the state of Virginia twenty-two; within the 
state of North Carolina thirteen; within the state of South Cearo- 
lina nine; within the state of Georgia seven; within the state of 
Alabama two: within the state of Mississippi one; within the state, 
of Louisiava three; within the state of Tennessee nine; within 
the state of Kentucky twelve; within the state of Ohio fourteen, 
within the state ef Indiana three; within the state of Lilinois one; 
and within the state of Missouri one. ; 

The bill was twice read and committed. 


Mr. Edwards, of Connecticut, said, that the le- 
gislature of Connecticut, at its last session, passed 
a resolution requesting the representatives of that 





30,000 dollars might be necessary to meet contin- 
Sencies that should accrue before the renovated 


state in congress, to use their influence to procure 
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a reduction of the public expenditures, and parti- 
cularly a reduction of the compensation of mem- 
bers of congress, to what it formerly was. In com- 
pliance with this request, he begged leave to offer 


this resolution: 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into the 
expediency of reducing the compensation allowed to members of 
congress to six dollars per day, and making a proportional reduc- 


iain 

Mr. Rich, of Vermont, rose to submit a resoly. 
tion for consideration. In introducing it to the gt. 
tention of the house, he made remarks to the {o), 
lowing effect: 

It will be recollected by those who were here a 
the last session, that I then submitted a motion, for 
an inquiry into the expediency of adopting a pro. 


tion intheir compensation fur travelling toand from the seat of | spective prohibition upon the importation of sup. 


government, and, also, reducing the compensation of all the offi- 


eers of government to what it was previous to the year 1809. 


The question on agreeing to this resolution was 


taken without debate, and the vote was as follows: 
For the resolution 56 
Against it $7 
So the resolution was rejected, 


Mr. Baldwin submitted for consideration the fol- 
lowing resolutions: 


Resolved, That it is expedient to provide by law, that, from 
and after the thirtieth day of June next, the same rates of du- 
ties which are, by the existing laws, now laid on >» wares 
and merchandise, composed of any specified material, or of which 
any specified article is the material of chief value, shall be laid 
on all goods, wares and merchandise, whereof any such specified 
article shall be 2 component material. 

That to the existing rates of duiies upon goods, wares and 
merchandise, (glass excepted), there shall be added the amount of 
such bounty or.bounties, as, on the exportation thereof, may be 
Riven, paid or allowed, inthe place or country whence imported, 
produced or manufactured, or in any place or country iv which 
any bounty or premium, in the nature thereof, may be given, 
 anpa or allowed, on the exportation of similar articles, which shall 

€ ascertained and calculated in such manner, and woder such 
rules and regulations, as the secretary of the treasury shall, from 
time to time, prescribe. 

That ail and singular the provisions of the forty-first section 
of the act, entitled “An act to provide more effectually for the 


~ collection of the duties imposed by law, on goods, wares and mer- 


ehandise imported into the United States, and on the tonnage of 
shipsand vessels, approved the fourth of August, seventeen |-in- 
dred and ninety,” be, and the same are hereby, revived and cen” 
tinued in force, as if the same was herein specially enacted, re- 
ducing the custoin house credits to the times limited by the law 
of one thousand seven hundred and ninety. 

That there shall be levied and paid upon the following articles 
imported into the United States,in ships or vessels of the United 
States, the several duties hereinafter mentioned, over and abose 
the duties now payable by law, viz: 

On iron, in bars or bolts. per hundred weight, fifty cents. 

On hemp, per hundred weight, one dollar. 

©n lead, and all manufactures thereof, per pound, two cents. 

On glass, of ail. kinds, six cents per pound. 

On ail articles paying a duty of seven and a half per cent. and 
twenty per cent. ad valorem, and on all articles not free, and not 
subject to any other rate of duty, (raw silk excepted), five per 

. eentum ad vajorem. 

On all manufactures of silk, or of which silk is a component 
material, (raw silks excepted), fifteen per centum ad valorein. 

On linen, and.ali articles of which flax is a component materia}, 
ten per cento:« ad valorem. 

That the duties now in force upon the articles hereinafter enu- 
merated and described, at their importation into the United States, 
shall cease; and that, in lieu thereof, there shall thenceforth be 
laid, levied and collected, upon the said articles, at their impor- 
tation, the several and respective rates of duties following, that 
33 tG say: 

On slates and tiles for building, not exceeding twelve inches 
square, two dellars per thousand; over twelve inches square, and 
pot exceeding fUurteen inches square, three dollars per thousand; 


over fourteen, and not exceeding sixteen inches square, four dol- | 
lars per thousand; over sixteen, and not exceeding eighteen in- | 


ches square, five dollars per thousand; over eighteen, and not ex- 
ceeding twenty-fourinches square, six doilars per thousand, 

On bricks, three dollars per thousand. 

On all royal, super-royal, imperial, elephant, medium, deciy, 
crown, folio, quarto post, cap, and post paper, suitable for writing, 
or blank rion epee all drawing and copper plate paper, twenty 
cents per pou 

On all paper suitable for staining and for printing, twelve cents 

pound. : 

On all other paper, two cents per pound. 

On screws of iron, commonly called wood screws, not exceeding 
one inch in length, eight cents per groce; over one inch, and 
Mot exceeding two inches in length, fourteen cents per groce; 
ever two inchesin length, twenty cents per groce. 

Onlinseed oil, twenty-five cents per gallon. 

Resolved, That the committee on manufactures be instructed to 
report a bill pursuant to the foregoing resolution. __ 

The resolutions were referred, on motion of the 


author, to a committee of the whole. 


Mr. Fance submitted a resolution to ascertain 
the persons employed in the Indian department, 
with the amount of their pay and emolaments, res- 


dry enumerated articles, which were believed to 
come most incompetition with the products of do. 
mestic industry: That, after it had reposed some 
days upon the table, I gave notice that, owing to 
the extraordinary pressure of other indispensable 
business, I should not, during that session, ask for 
the further consideration of the subject. Assuring 
the house, however, that, should it be made my 
duty to be here at this session, and my sentiments 
should not, in the mean time, have undergone 3 
material change, the proposition would certainly 
be renewed. Having found no cause for a change 
of the opinions formerly entertained upon this sub. 
ject, but, on the contrary, become more confirmed 
in the belief of their correctness, I should have 
deemed it a fortunate circumstance if the late re. 
port of the committee of manufactures had been 
such as would have justified me in omitting to re. 
new the proposition. But, I have learned, with 
regret, that a majority of that committee, to which 
was referred “so much of tie message of the pre. 
sident as relates to manufactures and the promotion 
of national industry,” have “resolved that it is in. 
expedient at this time to legislate on that subject.” 
i hope, however, that a majority of the house will 
agree to amend the resolution of the committed, by 
expunging the first syllable from the word ‘inex. 
pedient.” Leaving that subject, at least for the 
present, I will proceed to fulfil, not exactly in form, 
but substantially, the engagement to which I have 
alluded. It will be ascertained from the resolution 
which I am about to offer, that, instead of a forma! 
prospective prohibition upon imports, as was sug: 
gested at the last session, { now propose to instruc! 
the committee of ways and means to prepare and 
report a bill providing for a moderate annual in- 
crease of duties, for a term of years, upon the im- 
portation of such commodities as can, with the pro- 
tection common in other countries, and with a con- 
venient application of the means of our citizens, be 
produced in abundance from domestic materials: 
and an excise upon similar domestic commodities, 
to commence at a convenient period, and be made 
progressive annually till it shall have reached an 
amount deemed proper for apermanent duty. That 








pectivelr. 


an increased supply of revenue is indispensable, 
appears on all hands to have been admitted; and 
but little doubt, t apprehend, exists that, at no dis- 
tant period, the process by which it is derived must, 
at least, be partially changed. Hence, I have en- 


| deavored so to frame the proposition that, by giv- 


ing effect to it, an immediate and future supply 0 
revenue, for all ordinary purposes, will be render- 
ed certain, «and in a manner to aid our manufac- 
tures.” To the extent to which the proposed mea- 
sures shall be carried, the prosperity of the reve- 
nue will be the effect of the prosperity of manv- 
facturing indastry, directly the reverse of which 1s 
known to result from the present system. 

It has been very justly said by the president, that 
‘it cannot be doubted that the more complete out 
internal resources, and the less dependent we are 
on foreign powers, far every national as well 3° 
domestic purpose, the greater and more stable wil 
be the increase of public felicity. By an increase 
of domestic manufactures, wil] the demand for the 
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-yde materials at home be increased; and thus will 
the dependence of the several points of the union 
on each other, and the strength of the union itself, 
be propertionably augmented.” And again: “If 
domestic manufactures shall be raised by uties on 
the foreign, the fund necessary for public purposes 
should be supplied by duties on the latter.” And, 
though he has said that «this process,” which is 
admitted to be “very desirable, inevitable under 
existing duties,” he has no where, to my under- 
standing, intimated a belief that any inconvenience 
would be felt, should measures be immediately 
adopted to accelerate the process. But, on the 
contrary, he says, “It is thought that the revenue 
may receive an augmentation from existing sources, 
and in @ manner to aid our manufactures.” Anun- 
qualified belief is expressed in another part of the 
message, that such is the skill of the citizens «in 
the mechanic arts, and in every improvement cal- 
culated to lessen the demand for, and the price of, 
labor,” and such the facilities presented by the 
“vast amount of raw materials,”’ “and aliment of 
every kind,” always attainable on easy terms; 
«that, under the protection given by existing laws, 
we shall become, at no distant period, a manufac. 
turing country, on an extensive scale. And in the 
parts froma which I first quoted, it is admitted, in 
the most explicit terms, that highly important za- 
tional advantages would be derived from an in- 
crease of manufactures; that the revenue may re- 
ceive an immediate augmentation in a manner to 
asidthem, and that any deficiency resulting even- 
tually from such aid, should be supplied by duties 
onthe domestic fabricks. These, sir, are the great 
points at which [aim by the resolution which L hold 
in my hand, and I shall esteem it fortunate for the 
country, if we shall be able to reach them, through 
a process which will relieve us from the inconve- 
uience of a sudden change, or a necessity for fur- 
ther loans. ‘ 

The language employed on this subject by the 
secretary of the treasury, is equally explicit with 
that quoted from the message. He says, “A cor- 
rection of existing duties, wiih a view to an increase 
of the public revenue, could hardly fail to effect 
that object, to the extent of nearly one million of 
dollars annually. It is highly probable, however, 
that an increase of duties on some of those articles 
might eventually cause a reduction in the revenue; 
but this could only take place where similar arti- 
cles are manufactured in the country. In that event, 
manufactures will have been fostered, and the ge- 
neral ability of the community to ¢ontribute to the 
public exegencies, will have been proportionably 
increased,” Yes, sir, “the general ability of the 
community” increased in the same proportion that 
domestic manufactures are fostered. 

And where permit me to ask, can language be 
found which is more decisive? And if, inany man- 
ner just, whence the alarm lest the act of fostering 
manufactures should operate as “a tax upon the ma. 
ny, for the benefit of the few.” Sir, if we shall 





believe, as I religiously do, that the sentiments 
Which I have. quoted from the president and secre. 
tary are correct, is it not our duty, and one of an| 
imposing character, to employ our best efforts to, 
accelerate “this process,” which, in the language 
of the president, «is very desirable;” and, in that 
of the secretary, will «increase the general ability 
of the community?” Or, is it indeed true, that, be- 
cause this desirable process is believed to be “in. 
evitable, under existing duties,” it is, therefore 
Sufficient for us, that we “leave things to. them. 
s¢lves,” and look, with cold indifference, on the 
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sufferings of the country, while a process of ave 


ry different character shall withdraw from it the 


whole of its transferable means, even to the 
dollar of its metallic currency and public stocks, 
to pay the wages, house rents, subsistence, tythes, 
poor rates, and other taxes of foreign isboreea aa 
for the use of their capital and machinery, and 
even the streams of water, by which the vast revo- 
lutions of the latter are performed. Iam not una- 
ware that an opinion is indicated in the message. 
though rather remotely, that the period cannot be 
very distant when our- manufactures will have 
reached such a state of maturity, that, with no 
other protection than that afforded by existing 
laws, @ revenue inay be derived from that source. 
But, sir, | must be permitted to inquire, whether 
any prudent citizen would, till every other source: 
of employment had been extinguished, invest his 
capital in manufacturing establishments, or seek to 
acquire a knowledge in their details, with no bet- 
ter prospects for the future, than that the moment 
the foreign manufacturer shall have retired from . 
the market, the government will invite his return 
by imposing a tax upon the domestic fabrickg?— 
When the measures of the government shall have 
been such as will afford a reasonable assurance 
that domestic industry shall not be paralysed by a 
return of the foreign competitor once withdrawn: 
such as will invite the capitalist and skilful artizan 
to employ their unengaged means in manufactur- 
ing; then, and not d// then, will there be a wholes 
some domestic competition in the market, and not 
wilthen can that source be made productive of re- 
venue. 

Siz, while I consider the increasing demand for 
exchange, already so high as to urge the exporta- 
tion of our metallic currency and public stocks, and 
the almost total absence of any foreign demand for 
the products of our extensive grain districts; none 
even in prospect, except in the possible contingency 
of a foreign war, or the failure of a foreign crop, a 
conviction is irresistibly forced upon me that the 
period cannot be distant when the public credit 
must be sacrificed, or a resort had to direct taxes to 
a large amount; and that, too, when the meang of 
payment shall have been greatly exhausted: unless 
in the mean time, we shall have adopted such mea. 
sures as will enable the government to derive a re- 
venue from the consumption of domestic instead 
of foreign articles—for the people, particularly of 
the north, the east, and the west, cannot, and will 
not, afford an adequate supply tothe public coffers 
through a process, which, for every dollar that 
shall reach the treasury, will take four from the 
country, in the choicest fruits of -ite-industry, to 
bestow on foreign laborers, who refuse to receive 
from ws, in exchange for their products, even the 
bread they eat, while engaged in their fabrication, 

I wish not to be understood as objecting to di- 
rect taxation, provided it be made the part of a 
system, the operation of which shall tend to pro- 
mote the industry of the country, and equalize the 
public burdens. My objections are, against adher- 
ing to a policy, while the reasons which might 
have rendered its adoption proper have ceased to 
operate: a pelicy, too, which, in my best judgment 
will create a necessity for direct taxes, by the 
same process that will deprive us of the means of 
payment. It has already been remarked, that, to 
effect the objects I have in view, I propose a small 
annual increase of duties for a term of years, upon 
sundry articles, the product of foreign labor; and 
an excise upon similar domestic articles—the ex. 
cise to commence et a convenient period, and be 
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‘made progresively annually, till it shall have reach- 
ed an amount deemed proper fora permanent duty. 

In the hope that the objects of the resolution will 
be the better understood by the house, 1 will sup- 
pose, for example, that the proposed measures are 
to be applied to a given article. Upon the impor. 
tation of that article, I would charge an immediate 
additional duty, say one eighth of the increused 


“amount to which I intended it should eventually 


reach; and would add one eighth for each of the 


succeeding seven years. For aterm, say three 


years, the increased duty would prevent a reduc 

tion of the gross amount of revenue from the arti- 
cle; but, in the belief that the increase of the do 

mestic article would subsequentiy reduce the re- 
ceipts from the foreign, I would provide for that 
reduction by an excise on the foriner, to commence 
with the fourth year, and at one fourththe amount 
intended for a perman-:nt duty; and, for each of the 
succeeding three years, would add another fourth. 
By this process, the duty, both on the foreign 
and domestic article, will reach their maximum at 
the end of seven years; while the pressure creat- 
ed by the excise upon the domestic article will be 
so graduated, that its iafluence upon the price to 
the consumer will be overbalanced by the increas 

ing domestic competition; and the duties will be 
gradually raised on imports, that no inducements 
will be presented for large importations with a view 
to a monopoly. 

But, unless it shall be determined to raise the 
duties on imports to an.amount which will nearly 
exclude the foreign article, notwithstanding the 
excise on the domestic, the ratio of increase upon 


,the excise should be diminished, and the period 


extended for reaching its maximum. If, sir, I shall 
have made myself understood by the example ad- 
duced, it will have been perceived that I aimata 
process by which the revenue shal! gradually be 
made derivable from the domestic article, instead 
of the foreign, and in a manner that will secure a 
constant supply, and be convenient both for the go. 
vernment and the citizens. Should the general 
features of the plan be approved, it will remain 
with congress to determine whether seven, or a 
greater or less number of years, shall be taken to 
complete the operation. In my judgment, how- 
ever, the more limited the term, the greater will 
be the benefit to the country; provided it shall be 
sufficiently extended to bring into the market, with 
out any forced operation, a fair domestic compe- 
tition; for which, it is highly probable, a more dis- 
tant period would be required for some articles, 
than would be necessary for others. AndI feel no 
besitation in pronouncing an opinion, that, as it is 
intended to embrace such articles only @ can be 
produced to any extent from domestic materia's, 
(otherwise of litte or no comparative value), and 
will hence reach the consumer at reduced prices, 
the impost duty should be so raised as nearly toex 
clude the foreign article; for, otherwise, all our 
hopes for the real prosperity of manufactures, or 
that a productive revenue can thence be derived, 
will, most assuredly, prove fallacious. 

It certainly ought not to be expected, that those 
who believe the success of manufactures essential, 
nay, indispensable, to that of the other branches 
of industry, will ever assent to an excise, under 
such circumstances as will, in their judgment, in- 
vite the foreign competitor into the market. Nor 
should the belief for a moment be entertained, that 
another loan to meet the ordinary expenses of go 
vernmert, will at any time be authorized, unless 





certain means are provided for its redemption, and 


4 


to supply any subsequent deficiencies j 
nue. And I take this occasion to say, once fop 
that, so far as may depend upon myself, and 
cept upon the conditions just stated, another | 
will never be obtained, be the conse 
they may. 

Many, who are otherwise favorable to ap in 
crease of manufactures, have been somewhat 
alarmed, lest a diminution of imports should creat 
a necessity for direct taxes. Such have believe) 
(and hence their fears), that domestic articles 
could not bear a productive tax, till the foreign 
were nearly excluded from the market; and haye 
very naturally supposed that, while the measures 
were in progress which would eventually exclude 
them, no alternative would be presented, but 
supply an increasing deficiency in the revenue, 
either by loans or direct taxes. Should it be founj 
convenient to overcome this objection, in the man. 
ner proposed, much will have been done for the 
accomplishment of the objects J have in view; but, 
if otherwise, the proposition will, I admit, have lost 
a share of its claims upon the favor of the house, 
Individually, as Ihave beforere marked, I feel no ob. 
jection, to a well-adjusted system of revenue, of 
which direct taxes shall be made a part: but the citi. 
zens have been so long accustomed to indirect tax:. 
tion, that some time must yet elapse, before (if ever) 
they will, in that particular, be reconciled to; 
change. And, to me, it would seem to be indis. 
pensable, that, before a direct tax shall be spread 
over the country, measures shall have been adopt. 
ed to “increase the general ability of the commu: 
nity to contribute to the public exigences;” mea. 
sures that will have retained within the country 
something of the means of payment. 

if, upon due consideration, the plan which I have 
proposed shail be deemed practicable, and worthy 
of adoption by congress, all the measures necessary 
to give to it full effect can, as they ought to, be 
made so far prospective as to be free from the mil- 
tiplied inconveniences which must ever result from 
asuiden change. All the great interests of th 
country will then have been duly notified; and thus, 
whilst an important change in its policy will have 
been almost imperceptibly effected, they will, 38 
imperceptibly, have accommodated themselves to 
to the change. The foreign fabrics will have re 
tired silently from the market, and, in the same 
manner, will the domestic have supplied their place. 
The means of the country, now sinking through the 
most unfavorable operations of exchange, the in- 
troduction of foreign goods, to the prejudice 
home industry, will have found other employments, 
free from perplexing uncertainties, such as will 
augment the resources of the country by invigora 
ing its industry. A constant exchange of products 
between those differently employed will have been 
effected to the mutual advantage of each. And 
then the period will have been reached, when, 
truth, it can be said, that, “by an increase of dome 
tic manufactures,” “the demand for rude material 
at home” has been “increased,” and that “the 
strength of the union itself” hus been “augmented 
by an augmentation of “the dependence of the 
veral parts on each other.” Then will the sincre® 
ed” “ability of the community to contribute to the 
public exigencies” have been fully demonstrated, 
and the public revenue, having been made deriv* 
ble from the consumption of domestic instead of fo 
reign fabrics, will continue steady and producuy® 
whether in peace or war; and particularly $0, 8 
having ceased its dependence on the ability of t 
citizens te consume the products of foreign abot 
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which neither adds to the wealth of the country, 
yor contributes to its defence; an ability, too, which 
depends more upon the crimes, the follies and mis- 
fortunes, of other countries, and even upon the 
state of the weather in some, than upon the Saga- 
city, skill and enterprize of the American citizens. 
And, finally, then will the supplies, at all times in- 
dispensable, be placed beyond the reach of foreign 
influence, or the contingencies incident to a pre- 
carious foreign commerce; and, thus circumstanced, 
will be sure to reach the consumer at the lowest 
possible price. 

Sir, satisfied as I am, that I should not only eX- 
haust the patience of the house, but transgress its 
rules, were I, at this stage of the proceeding, to do 
more than present the general views which I have of 
the subject; I will only remark in conclusion, that, 
individually, I should prefer that, as was suggested 
at the last session, the proposed measures be ac- 
companied with an ultimate, formal prohibition upon 
imports; principally on account ef the increased 
facilities for preventing an illicit trade; as, in the 
latter case, the simple fact of prehibited goods hav- 
ing been found in the country, would incur a for- 
feiture; whereas, in the other, such as shall have 
passed the custom house must be taken to have 
been lawfully imported and the duties paid, until 
the contrary be shewn. It is, therefore, more from 
the respect which I feel for the opinion of others, 
than in accordance with my own judgment as to 
what is abstractly dest, that, in this particular, I now 
submit the proposition in a modified form. 


If it shail eventually be found that a majority will 
object to the proposed measures, but will, never 
theless, in a form which to them willbe more ac- 
ceptable, adopt such as will secure a present and 
future supply of revenve, and in amanner that will 
aid the industry of the country, [ assure that majo- 
rity, when ascertained, of my zealous co-operation, 
With this assurance, and with the best of feelings 
for those who may differ from me in opinion, having 
no other desire than a faithful discharge of public 
duties, I will abstain from occupying more of your 
time, and send the resolution to the chair; but not 
with a wish that it should be considered tll some 
future day, of which due notice siall be given. 


Mr. Rich then moved the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the committee of ways and weans be instructed 
to prepare and report a bill, providing for a moderate annual in- 
crease of duties for a term of years, upon the importation of such 
commodities, as can. with the protection common in other coun- 
tries, and a convenient application of the means of the citizens of 
the United States, be produced in abundance from domestic ma- 
terials, and for a moderate excise upon similar domestic commo- 
dities; to commence at a convenient period, and be made annually 
progressive, till it shall have reached an amount, deemed proper 
fur a permanent excise duty. : 

‘The resolution was ordered to lie on the table. 


On motion of Mr. Smith, of Md. the house then 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole on the 
vill for making partial appropriations for the mili- 
tary service of the year 1822, and to supply the deh- 
ciencies of the appropriations for revolutionary 
pensioners for the year 1821—Mr. H. JVelson in 
the chair. 

[This subject occupied the house the remainder 
of the sitting. Mr. Jones, of Tenn. Mr. Farrelly, 
Hill, Mallary and Mc Duffie spoke upon it; and brief 
sketches of their speeches occupy four columns of 
the Intelligencer. We have, perhaps, inserted 
enough of the debate to shew its points to our rea- 
ders. ] 

The committee rose, on the motion of Mr. Smyth, 
and had leave to sit again. 


Tuesday, Jan. 8. After the disposal of some mi- 


On motion of Mr. Blair, the house agreed to 
take into consideration a resolution heretofore of- 
ferred by him, calling upon the president of the 
United States for information relative to the ope- 
ration of the bankrupt law of 1800, in the states 
of Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and New 
York. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Blair, Cocke, 
Whitman, Colden, Lowndes, Sergeant and others, 


the motion was agreed to—77 to 71. 


On motion of Mr. Cocke,the house then agreed 
toconsider the resolution by him submitted yes- 
terday, calling for information respecting the ex. 
pences of the ordnance department. This resolu- 
tion was adopted. te ni 

Mr. Metcalfe called for the consideration of the 
resolution he had heretofore proposed, calling for 
information relative to the efforts that had been 
made tocivilize and Christianize the Indians. The 
house rerced to consider the same. Which, after a 
verbal emendation, was adopted. 

Ras Ccok laid the following resolution on the ta. 
ble: : 


Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the treasury be directed to lay 
before this house a statement showing in what banks the moneys 
received fron: the sale of the public lands have been deposited, since 
the Ist of January, 1818; the contracts under which said deposites 
have been made; the correspondence between them and the trea- 
sury department relative thereto; the amount of deposites that 
were to be left in each, in consideration of taking charge of the 
balance of the money deposited; whether, in any instance, the 
deposites allowed for that purpose have been increased, and why 
stich increase was allowed; together with copies of the stat-ments 
of their situation, furnished to said department for the last twetve 
months preceding such increase, as well as to the time of first 
making them banks of deposite; whether any of those banks have 
failed to comply with their engagements, and to what amount; 
what measures have heen taken in consequence thereof to secure 
the government against any losses resulting from such failure; 
what those measures have been, and at what expense; whether. 
in any instance, uncurrent or depreciated paper has been received 
from them, or any of them, which the goverument was not bound 
to receive by any agreement between such banks and the said se- 
cretary; and whether any further measures are necessary to be 
adopted by congress, to provide for the transmission of the public 
money from the diff-reat receivers to a more safe place of depo- 
site, and, if so, what plan is most advisable. 


On motion of Mr, Smith, of Md. the house then 
resolved itseif into a committee of the whole on 
the unfinished business of yesterday, (the bill 
making partial appropriations for the military ser- 
vice of the year 1822, &c.) Mr. H. Nelson in the 
chair. ; 

After a speech of considerable length from Mr. 
Smyth, the committee rose, (on the motion of Mr. 
Dwight), and had leave to sit again. And the house 
adjourned. 


Wednesday, Jan. 9. After some minor matters 
were disposed of, Mr.- Cook called up the motion 
submitted by him yesterday, for information as to 
the unavailable funds in the treasury—which caus. 
eda warm debate of considerable length. Finally, 
the resolution, as first submitted, was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. Welson, of Md. the report of 
the committee on manufactures, against the expe- 
diency of laying further impost duties for the en- 
couragement of manufactures, was taken up and 
referred to the same committee to whom was referred 
Mr. Baldwin’s resolutions proposing certain modi- 
fications of the duties on impcrts, &e, : 

Certain resolutions were offered, which shall be 
noticed in their progress, as necessary, 


A message was received from the president, in 
obedience to a resolution of the two houses, to de. 
termine the longitude of the capitol from Green. 
wich or some other well known meridian in Ee- 
rope. 

A letter from the secretary of the navy, enclos- 
ing sundry papers relating to the wavy pension 





nor matters— 


fund, was received. 
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The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr. WVelzon, of Va. in the chair, 
on the bill making partial appropriations for the 
support of the military establishment fer 1822. 

The appropriations for the Indian department 
being yet the subject— 

The debate was continued by Messrs. Dwight, 
Mitchell, Buchanan and Smith, of Md.g 

The question was not taken, when, on motion of 
Mr. Gilmer, the committee rose and obtained leave 
to sit again; and 

The house adjourned. 


Thursday, Jan. 10. On motion of Mr. Leftwich, 


it was 
Resolved, That the report of the select committee appointed to 
uire respecting certain loans of lead and gunpowder, by the 
ordnance department, to certain individuals, made te this house 
on the 7th of February, 1821, be referred to the committee on mi- 
litary affairs. : : 
Mr. Wood, of New York, submitted the following, 
which lies one day on the table, by the rules of the 
house— 

Resolved, That the committee on the public lands be instruct- 
ed toinquire whether any, and if any, what alterations are ne- 
cessary in the Jaws relating to the survey and sale of the public 
lands;—whether any, and, ifany, what provision is necessary re- 
Jative to the monies receivable in payment for the public lands;— 
the places of deposite, or the modes and time of transmitting the 
same to the treasury of the United States;—and also to examine 
whether any, and if any, what losses have occurred in the revenue 
arising from the sate of the public lands;—by what offices the 
same have been sustained;—and also what further measures are 
necessary to secure the same. i aa? 

Mr. Woodson submitted the following joint reso- 


lution for consideration: 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the United 
States of America in congress assembled, two-thirds of both houses 


the United States be proposed to the legislatures of the several 
states, which, when ratified by the legisiatures of three-fourths of 
the states, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as a part of 
said constitntion:—No person shall be eligible to the office of pre- 
sident of the United States, from and after the fourth day of March 
1826, who shall or may have held, or exercised, any other office o 
honor, profit or trust, under the government of the United States, 
or any of its d-partments, at any time within the four years next 
preceding his election, nor unless he shall have attained to the age 
of forty-five years. f 

This resolve was ordered to lie one day on the 


table. 


On motion of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, the house 
went into committee of the whole, Mr. Hugh Vel: 
son in the chair, on the bill making a partial appro- 
priation for 1822; the question on filling the blank 
for the support of the Indian department with 
100,000, was before the committee. 

Mr. Randolph took the floor against the item of 
appropriation, proposed by the chairman of the 
committee of ways and means. 

Mr. Baldwin and Mr. Todd followed Mr, Ran- 
dolph in favor of the largest appropriation. 

Mr. T. spoke briefly in reply to Mr. Randolph. 

On motion of Mr, Stevenson the committee rose, 
reported progress, and obtained leave to sit again. 

Adjonrned, at half past four o’clock, 
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By an arrival at New-York we have received the 
following intelligence: 

The second expedition of general La Torre, 
consisting of the Hercules brig of war, and 10 
other vessels, with between 5 and 600 men on 
board, had made a landing at Los Sagus, in the 
guif of Maracaybo, A curious sight must have 
presented itself on the landing of the troops; every 
soldier having, in addition to his baggage, a pig, a 
turkey, or some other description of live stock, 


— 

A felucca belonging to La Torre’s expedition 
having a great quantity of arms and ammunition 
on board for the use of the troops, ran ashore at 
Cumarcho, and was taken possession of by the jy 
dependents. 

Bolivar is reported to be in Maracaybo with 
6,000 men, and was about to proceed with his 
force for the reduction of Puerto Cabello. : 

By this arrival we have received the importan; 
intelligence of the independence of Spanish St: Dp. 
mingo, being a confirmation of what we published 
a few daysago. It appears that the whole of the 
Spanish part of the Island of Saint Domingo had 
declared its independence of Spain on the Ist of 
December by the unanimous voice of the people 
not a drop of blood having been spilt, nor any ex. 
cess committed on the occasion, 


Extract of a letter, dated Havanna, Dee. 14, 1821, 

“The cruisers are again plundering the vessels 
of the United States, as soon as the latter leave 
the coast; and there are now three out from Regla, 
full manned, who board every vessel they fall in 
with, and have this week ransacked several, and 
maltreated the crews. We donot know where the 
vessels are which were sent out here for our pre. 
tection, as none of them have appeared for many 
days, nor entered the port. 

“The cabildo of Guatamala has invited the ea. 
bildo of this city to follow their example and be. 
come independent; to which the latter have piven 
an angry reply, and have published the letter and 
answer. The captain general has added an ad. 
dress to the loyal and constitutional people of Ha. 
vana and the island. 
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Nore. The editor having been in Washington 
during all the present week, and much occupied 
also with the business of the establishment, in ge- 
neral, has not been able to give his usual attention 
to this making-up of thefnumber; its contents, how- 
ever, are not, perbaps, the less interesting on that 
account, 


_ Aconsidersble space is allowed to the proceed- 
ings of congress—the bill reported by the commit- 
tee of ways and means, making partial appropria- 
tions for the Indian department, &c. as for the year 
1822, has excited an ardent and interesting debate, 
on account of the principle involved—for it seems 
that, of $100,000 now asked for, 70,000 were actu- 
ally expended last year beyond the amount appro- 
priated for the service of the year in that depart- 
ment. Some contend, that when congress appro- 
priates a specific sum of money to a particular ob. 
ject, they mean to say that no more than that amount 
shall be expended on it-- but others shew that, in 


of the secretary of war to make an immediate re- 
trenchment, &c. It is probable that we shall revert 
to this subject hereafter. Without reference to 
this especial case, we are glad to observe the pre: 
valence of a disposition to bring about a greatet 
degree of attention to specific appropriations. 


There is, we believe, more talents in the present 
congress than there wasin the last. The people 
have lost the service of some valuable men, but 
gained those of others—and it appears to us,’alz0, 
the affairs of the nation might be seduously attend- 
ed to, if there was not so much talk and so much 
feeling as to who shall be the newt president! about 





slung over his shoulder. 








which we shall soon speak more at large 
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this peculiar instance, it was not within the powet | 





that 





